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all -.south Vietnamese prisoners, held ;,out s i de svn. we reg ret 

..YOUR NEGATIVE RESPONSE ALSO TO 1 Tri tW-p pn pn c a i f. 


PROPOSAL 


C. OUR SIDE ALSO PROPOSED THAT ALL SICK AND WOUNDED 
PRISONERS OF •WAR- WHO WISH TO RETURN HOME BE REPATRIATED AT ONCE. 
DESPITE YOUR REFUSAL TO AGREE TO HUMANE PROCEDURES:' FOR SUCH 
REPATRIATIONS, WE HAVE MANAGED TO ENABLE SOME POW’S TO RETURN 
TO NORTH .VIETNAM. 


D. WE HAVE ALSO PROPOSED THAT LONG HELD PRISONERS OF „„„, 

AS WELL AS SICK AND WOUNDED, BE INTERNED IN A NEUTRAL 
COUNTRY. THIS HUMANE ACTION IS SPECIFICALLY ENVISAGED BY THE 
GENEVA POW CONVENTION OF 1949 AND IS HONORED BY INTERNATIONAL 
LAW AND TRADITION. 

E. TODAY WE WISH TO BE EVEN MORE SPECIFIC. LET US HERE 
TODAY DISCUSS CONCRETE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE REPATRIATION OF 

SICK AND WOUNDED POW’S WHO WISH TO RETURN HOME. LET US TALK ABOUT 

CPCnT tTT'n • ADOA.Mr?-rMC*'MTc Tn .t - mt.it dm crr*ir a wn uommro a mn um 

^ ■- * <*• W- fUMirtnui.uui!4 w AW iirxvtui w w l V rt IV U WV U1VWLU fi IV U LU IVLI IILLU 

POW’S IN A NEUTRAL COUNTRY. 

F. WE HAVE CAREFULLY CHECKED THE RECORDS OF POW’S HELD 
BY OUR SIDE. TODAY WE CAN STATE THAT THERE ARE 

570 COR. OTHER NUMBER) NORTH 'VIETNAMESE SICK AND WOUNDED 
POW’ S IN SOUTH VIETNAM . ELIGIBLE FOR REPATRIATION TO. NORTH 
VIETNAM.:- WE iC'ALL ON YOUR SIDE ,. HERE TODAY , TO AGREE; -TO SAFE , 
HUMANE MEANS OF REPATRIATION FOR THESE PRISONERS. •' • 

THESE MEN CAN HAVE THE ..OPPORTUNITY AT ONCE TO RETURN TO THEIR 
HO MES AND FAMILIES IN NORTH . VIETNAM, PRO VIDEO :ONLY: THAT YOU 
REMOVE THE OBSTACLES YOU HAVE PLACED IN THE WAY OF THEIR , SAFE 
RETURN. THERE IS NO REASON. WHY YOU CANNOT GIVE;: YOUR. ANSWER 
TODAY. ■ 
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G. IN ADDITION, WE CAN STATE THAT THERE ARE 940 COR L; 

LARGER- NUMBER) .N VN POW’S HELD. IN. SOUTH ’ VIET NAM vOVER .FOUR YEARS - 
(OR S- 1/2 YEARS) , : WHO M WE ARE. READY TO ' I N TERN 11 N, .^NEUTRAL. CO UN TRY . 
SICK AND WOUNDED POW’S COULD ALSO GO. 10 A NEUTRAL "COUNTRY IF THEY' 
WISH.; WE CALL ON: YOUR SIDE, -HERE ■ TODAY, TO 'PROPOSE' A ; NEUTRAL 1‘ 
COUNTRY ON ; WHICH WE ’ COULD! AGREE FOR THE INTERNMENT .OF THESE .1 -f ; . 
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H. OUR SIDE I S. ;P.RE PARED! I MME D;I A TE L.Y . TO CONCLUDE* 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR : SUCH HEUTRAL .INTERNMENT, A PROCEDURE SPECIFICALLY ^ 
ENCOURAGED BY THE GE NEVA IPG W" CONVENTION ; ‘ ' ' ' v " i;: 
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« KNOW 
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ON THIS WOULD SERVE fS.RIHER TO^COSFIRfnf S> Y ° UR SILE " CE: 

S« FE "heads °F0R S d IREcr "era IRIS ruin TH fnn ’? C0BCER " ABOUT 

PER REF B. AT SAME TIM? thJJ » and INVOLUNTARY REPATRIATION 

BILITY SQUARELY ON NVN^FOR NON-^l/rrf | N S p2t T 2 PUT RESP °NSI- ’ 

INTERNMENT OFFERS, R N ° N ‘ ULEILLMENT OF REPATRIATION/ 



5, WE PL.AN Tfl ciiddfidt tiit„ . 

inspection proposal' AS WELL AS impartial 

SCHEDULED PRESS ^CONFERENC^ FOR M^M?^ E ;r FYI> PRESIDE NT HAS 
ANTICIPATE HE WILL COMMENT nS Tu™ N Z2nJ F APRIL 29 AND WE 
WE HOPE AMBASSADOR r i l,r l PERS °NALLY. END FYI. 

COMMENTS TO PRES^BEFO^ AND^-T^p-J THESE PR0P °SALS IN 
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